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Cross-listed: LING-3106(3).
Prerequisites: Any section of Academic Writing or exemption from the Writing Requirement;
Completion of 24 credit hours.

RHET-3158 (3) The Culture Wars (3 hrs Lecture)

This course introduces students to the nature of communication in a divided society. Students
consider the challenges that cultural, conceptual and more diversity pose to democratic dialogue and
civic engagement. They consider first historical background that explains the contemporary culture
wars. They then evaluate a series of recent case studies concerning moral conflict and communication
breakdown. The aim is to get students to think critically about what communication means in the
absence of a shared vocabulary and what kind of dialogue is appropriate for a radically diverse
society.

Prerequisites: Any section of Academic Writing or exemption from the Writing Requirement;
Completion of 24 credit hours.

RHET-3250 (3) Composition Studies (3 hrs Lecture)

This course introduces the main theories, topics, and issues in the field of composition, including
theories of the composing process; writing pedagogy; the place of the writer in the university; the
relationships among writing, gender, culture, and race; and the effect of new communicative
technologies on the composing process. Students rehearse many of the processes and techniques
considered in the course, and they may be required to carry out a data-based research project in
composition, involving systematic observation and analysis of the composing process.
Prerequisites: Any section of Academic Writing or exemption from the Writing Requirement;
Completion of 24 credit hours.

RHET-3255 (3) Narrative Thinking and Writing (3 hrs Lecture)

Students in this course consider narrative as a way of thinking or mode of knowing, rather than as a
method of transcription. They focus on the narrative methodologies of autobiographical criticism and
ethnography by examining texts that represent early and recent examples of each. Working with
autobiographical criticism, students consider how feminist theory has been instrumental in the
development of criticism that foregrounds the connection between self and text. Turning to
ethnography, students examine changes in the relationship between observer and field. In addition to
considering these issues as readers of narrative, students are asked to write narratives that engage
issues requiring analysis and to reflect on how narration both enables and inhibits the development
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disciplines, students will learn to recognize and practice the sort of rhetoric used by academics. The
goals of this course are threefold: (1) to increase students' awareness of norms and disciplinary
conventions; (2) to help prepare students for advanced scholarship; and (3) to learn more about the
pragmatic components involved in writing, thinking, and speaking at an academic level. In exceptional
cases, this course may be taken to satisfy the Academic Writing requirement with permission of the
Instructor and Chair.

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and ENGL-2110 | ENGL-2129 | ENGL-2130
| ENGL-2181 | RHET-2129 | RHET-2130.

Prerequisites: Any section of Academic Writing or exemption from the Writing Requirement;
Completion of 24 credit hours.

RHET-3330 (3) Investigative Journalism (3 hrs Lecture)

This course provides an overview of the history, theory, and practice of investigative journalism in
Canada, placing the form in historical context and surveying its major practitioners in print and
broadcast. The theoretical framework of investigative journalism is analyzed and parallels are drawn
to social sciences. Students learn some practical tools of the investigative journalist, including search
strategies, chronologies, computer-assisted reporting, online research methods, study and analysis of
public records, and access-to-information methods. The ethics and legalities of investigative
journalism are surveyed and case studies analyzed.

Prerequisites: Any section of Academic Writing or exemption from the Writing Requirement;
Completion of 24 credit hours.

RHET-3331 (3) Writing Internship (3 hrs Apprenticeship/Internship/Practicum; Variable)
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